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Overview 

 Mobile MedlinePlus 
 NLM Twitter feeds, including 

MedlinePlus4You 
 HHS Twitter feeds 



National Network of Libraries of Medicine 

MidContinental Region 

Objectives 

 Learn how to access Mobile MedlinePlus 
 Learn about the differences between 

Mobile MedlinePlus and MedlinePlus 
 Learn about HHS Twitter feeds 
 Discover 3 ways to access Twitter feeds 
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Poll 1 

 Do you have access to a mobile device? 
  Blackberry 
  Android 
  iPhone 
  Other 
  None 
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Background 

  40% of cell phone users can access 
Internet 

  Increasing use of phones for health 
information and monitoring – “mHealth” 

 California Healthcare Foundation: “How 
Smartphones Are Changing Health Care 
for Consumers and Providers” 
  http://www.chcf.org/publications/2010/04/how-smartphones-are-

changing-health-care-for-consumers-and-providers 
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Background 

 Suzannah Fox, Pew Internet report 
  http://www.pewinternet.org/Commentary/2010/

July/Mobile-Social-Health-at-the-National-Library-
of-Medicine.aspx 

  "Information purveyors: Go mobile. 
Everyone else is: 
http://pewrsr.ch/Mobile2010" 
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Mobile MedlinePlus 

 http://m.medlineplus.gov/ 
 Mobile MedlinePlus includes a subset of 

content from the full Web site  
  Summaries for over 800 topics 
  Health news  
  Illustrated medical encyclopedia 
  Prescription and over-the-counter medications 

 Spanish version:  
  http://m.medlineplus.gov/spanish 
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Important Distinction 

 This is a website formatted for mobile 
phones  
  There’s NOT an “app” for this! 

 Works on any mobile device with a 
browser, but you must go to “m.” URL 

 Optimizes display for the device 
  Text size cannot be changed on Android – 

NLM working on this 
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Mobile MedlinePlus 
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Encyclopedia Images 
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Search Interface 
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Search vs. “Find a Topic” 

Search box searches  
full text of articles 

“Find a Topic” searches  
ONLY topic titles 

“Find a Drug” searches  
ONLY drug titles 
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iPad 
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Browser Emulation 

  IE: OK 
 Firefox:  may require plug-in 
 Safari:  OK 
 Demo 
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Exercise 1 

 Search m.medlineplus.gov for “herniated 
disc” 

 Do the same search on medlineplus.gov 
 Difference in results? 
 Can you guess why different Health 

Topics are listed? 
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Exercise 2 

  In m.medlineplus.gov, click on “Drugs” 
 Use “Find a Drug” to search for 

“headache” 
 Use “Find a Drug” to search for 

“dizziness” 
 Are the results what you expect? 
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Exercise 3 

 Conduct your own search in both Mobile 
MedlinePlus and the MedlinePlus, and 
report the difference in results. 

 Do you see different Health Topics? 
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Brief Introduction To Twitter 

 A means of publishing brief text updates 
 www.twitter.com 
 Less than 140 characters 
 Can be public or private 
 As a social networking tool: 

  Twitter uses can “follow” other people; other 
people can follow them 

 As a tool for information discovery 
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Twitterspeak 

 Tweets – the short posts 
 @ -- referencing another user 

  @sedrml 
 RT – “retweet” – copying another user’s 

tweets for your followers 
  # -- references a “hashtag” or keyword 

  #mla 
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Twitter for information 
discovery 
 You don’t have to sign up for Twitter to 

use it for information discovery! 
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Twitter 

 nlm_newsroom 
  News from NLM 

 Medlineplus4you 
  Links to resources 
  Responses to feedback 
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Twitter page tips 
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HHS Tweets 

 Hhstweets.com 
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HHS Tweets 
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Twitter Lists 

 http://listorious.com/ahier/official-
government 

 http://listorious.com/mamapedia/health 
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Twitter 

 Demo 
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Exercise 4 

 Go to hhstweets.com and look at some of 
the tweets; do you find interesting 
information? 
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3 ways to access Twitter info 

 Sign up for a Twitter account and “follow” 
each account or list you’re interested in 

 Access Twitter pages online (no sign-up) 
 Subscribe to the Twitter resource RSS 

feed 
  Read in your favorite news reader, e.g., 

Google Reader 
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Questions? 

 Contact me: 
  Phone: 801-587-3518 
  E-mail:  sdennis@lib.med.utah.edu 
  Skype:  sedennis 
  Twitter:  sedrml 


